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The Danish official aggregated statistics 

Historical demography among Danish Historians

Crowdsourcing: first and second generation 

Registry-based contemporary research (and 
interest of extending it backwards)

Context
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How to build the Danish Lifecourse Database in 2016?

Research-driven or infrastructure?

Approaches: 
- Small-area study
- National reconstruction

Priorities in coverage: 1787 to 2016?

Students, genealogists, overseas contractors or 
software?
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The plan: from 1787 to 1968 for the whole Denmark
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The resources
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How to start such an endeavour?

1880-1940

1940-1968

<1880



Pilot phase: Copenhagen around 1880



Pilot phase: Copenhagen around 1880

July 2014- September 2017: Marie Curie Cofund+GO

Evaluation of data quality
Transcriptions of additional sources
Development of standardization tools
Development of automatic linkage routines and protocols
Training of future historical demographers
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Concrete plans for extending the database

Individuals over 10 years of age, 1890-1923

1,5 million records
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Concrete plans for linking historical and contemporary databases

CPR

POLITIETS 
REGISTERBLADET
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Concrete plans for linking historical and contemporary databases

CPR

POLITIETS 
REGISTERBLADET

The Copenhagen School Health 
Records Register,  1936-2005

Danish Conscription
Database, born
1939-1959
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What to do with the gap?

CPR

POLITIETS 
REGISTERBLADET

Church books are public
Statistics Denmark for censuses 
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Addressing health, the frontier

The classic indicator: cause of death

Body size data: height and birthweight?

Can we get partial measures of disease and poverty?
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Death certification since 1840 in Copenhagen

Cause of death, 
duration disease, 
under treatment

Doctor
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Height from conscripts for the 19th and 20th centuries
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Several sources on birthweight from 1787 to the 1940s: on 
the Royal Lying in hospital and for the population
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Birth outcomes for illegitimate infants for the entire
population from midwives reports from the 1860s 
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Birth weight for the full population from midwives books
from the 1920s
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The plan: from 1787 to 1968 for the whole Denmark

DK

Special projects
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Thank you!
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 Scanned
 Transcribed

Censuses since 1787
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